Prov 11:24-25 / Ps 24:7   Lift up your heads, O gates…That the King of glory may come in! 

GRACE & RESPONSIBILITY:

Matt 6:9-15  “…Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  'Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  'Give us this day our daily bread.  'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.]'  "For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. "But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.    You are the gate
Forgive b/c forgiven.  A mountain of grace met a mountain of sin and brought with it a mountain of responsibility.

Matt 10:7-8  "…'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'…freely you received , freely give.”  NASB

GRACE FOR THE GUILTY:  The size of the debt paid consistent with the amount of appreciation and love shown.  REHEARSE AND PRACTICE YOUR APPRECIATION.
Ps 103:2-5  Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits ; Who pardons all your iniquities; Who heals all your diseases;  Who redeems your life from the pit; Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion;  Who satisfies your years with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle.  NASB

When you get so focused on being so blessed – you can’t help but to be a blessing!  New Car for Teen ill:  Store!  Little brother to school!  
1 John 4:8  The one who does not love does not know God , for God is love. (IF YOU DON’T LOVE OTHERS THEN YOU SIMPLY DON’T GET IT!)
1 John 4:9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  NASB  Religion outside/relationship inside
1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God ," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  NASB

How can such a statement be made?  Religion demands expression without experience.  Grace actually reaches into a person and changes something internally.
This is not a difficult Gospel – it’s impossible.  
We all agree that we should love our enemies but do you really realize what you’re saying?
If man breaks into your house and kills your son – how many of you agree that you should forgive this person?  Christian thing to do = speak to the person and tell them that you’ve chosen to forgive them for this terrible wrong.  How many of you believe we should follow God’s example in love and forgiveness?  Not only forgive him but you’ll adopt him as your own son giving him everything you own as his inheritance.  GIVE UP BECAUSE YOU SIMPLY CAN’T DO THIS!
