PERSONAL PRAYER LANGUAGE:

WATER BAPTISM!!!  
OFFERING AFTER WORSHIP & VIDEO:  Celebration / outreach
2 Cor 12:15  I will gladly spend my money and my energy for your soul (Simple English Translation)

1 Cor 14:1‑4  “…eagerly desire spiritual gifts…
For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him (not even him); he utters mysteries with his spirit…”
BALANCE!!!  Salt – sodium chloride = alone these ingredients will kill you but together they form salt that is essential to live.  Practical/spiritual!  One without the other will produce confusion and disillusionment.
Instead of just rejecting what we don’t understand or what makes us uncomfortable we must see what God’s Word says about the subject of spiritual gifts.

The final argument I’ll address is that of a required interpreter.  Typically somebody who’s really not studied this topic out due to their own personal skepticism will simply toss out the comment that you must have an interpreter if you speak in tongues.  I agree when this is done as an address to the congregation but there are 2 DISTINCTIONS OF TONGUES CLEARLY MADE:

1 Cor 14:1‑40  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.

2
For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.

This is obviously the text of a personal prayer language unto God, not unto man with an interpreter.
3
But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.

4
He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.

5
I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified.  GEAR JUST SHIFTED TO EDIFYING THE CONGREGATION.
6
Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction?

7
Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes?

8
Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle?

9
So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air.

10
Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning.

11
If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and he is a foreigner to me.

12
So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.

13
For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says.  (What happened to vs 2?  Speaking to God not men?)
14
For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

15
So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind.

16
If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand say "Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying?

17
You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified.

18
I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.

19
But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.

If you are speaking in tongues for the edifying of the church there must be interpretation.  If you are speaking in tongues as your personal prayer language then keep your focus on God and don’t try to dominate the service or gain the attention of man – you’re speaking to God not man.  This is where the point of order must be made.

Some people love it when you bring guests into their zone in the row in front of them.  International students on OSU campus – this isn’t a language for others.  When you’re praying in your prayer language make sure it’s all about you and your personal relationship with God.  I don’t care if people hear you but don’t make it a point to be heard or you’ll be out of order.
IF NOT EXPLAINING TO YOUR GUESTS AT TIMES THEN YOU’RE NOT A FULL GOSPEL CHURCH!

There are some people who say that the Spirit gives gifts as he wills quoting Corinthians about the manifestation gifts of the spirit.  There is a clear distinction in the Bible between a prayer language which God intends for every believer to have that edifies self and a language of the spirit with interpretation that is for the edifying of the church.
Eph 5:18 reveals God’s command and will for everybody to be filled with the Spirit.  Do not forbid the speaking in tongues.
Jude 1:20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit;  NAS
Is this a tongue that is building up the church requiring interpretation?  NO – it is a tongue that is for the building up of yourself = speaking to God not to man.

NO OTHER SPIRITUAL GIFT IN THE BIBLE IS FOR THE BUILDING UP OF ONE’S SELF.

Acts 10:34  Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  (KJV)

God, who does not show partiality or favoritism, would never offer a self-edifying gift to one person in the Body without offering that gift to every other person.   EVERY BELIEVER SHOULD PRAY IN TONGUES AS A PERSONAL PRAYER LANGUAGE.

THIS IS NOT A LANGUAGE OF THE MIND – IT IS A LANGUAGE OF THE SPIRIT.  So many people get so hung up trying to comprehend what they are supposed to say before they are willing to begin speaking.  The natural man will never pray in the spirit.

1 Cor 14: 14  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

My mind is unfruitful – Pauls gives clear direction = pray in the spirit and pray with understanding – both!

1 Cor 14:39  So, dear brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.  NLT

Do not forbid speaking in tongues – not with others and not with yourself.

Acts 2:4  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  NIV

Acts 19:6  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  NIV
Every gift to the body requires a participant who takes that gift and uses it.  The gift doesn’t use you.  You use the gift.  
